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As we reflect on 2025, I am encouraged by the depth of connection, learning, and shared
purpose that defined the Light From Africa Foundation’s work throughout the year. This was a
year of steady progress, rooted in long-term commitment to the communities we serve.

Throughout the year, our focus remained on walking alongside communities through sustained
programmes in education, youth leadership, digital inclusion, and community development. By
investing consistently in people and places, we continue to create opportunities that are
meaningful and lasting.

2025 also marked a leadership transition for the Foundation. We acknowledge the contribution
of founding Director Almarie Pelser, whose values-driven leadership helped establish strong
foundations for the organisation’s work. We are grateful for her service and stewardship.

As I step into the role of Chief Executive Officer, I do so with optimism and a deep respect for
the work already underway. Looking ahead to 2026, we remain committed to strengthening our
programmes, deepening partnerships, and expanding access to learning and leadership
opportunities across the Western Cape.

Thank you to our partners, donors, staff, volunteers, and supporters. The impact reflected in this
review is the result of our shared efforts, and the work continues with purpose and momentum.
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2025 AT A GLANCE

Throughout 2025, the Light From Africa Foundation strengthened access to education, nurtured
youth leadership, bridged the digital divide, and supported community wellbeing across rural and
urban communities. Our focus remained on consistent, long-term engagement rather than once-off
interventions.

26,000+ programme engagements delivered across the year
Engagements spanning education and literacy, youth development, digital inclusion, arts and
culture, food security through community food garden initiatives, and community wellbeing
Sustained partnerships with schools, community organisations, and local leaders.

2025 BY THE NUMBERS

When we refer to engagements, we are describing meaningful points of interaction between Light
From Africa Foundation programmes and the people we serve. An engagement may include
participation in a:

Library or literacy activity
Youth leadership or life-skills session
Digital literacy or computer outreach class
Creative, cultural, or arts-based programme
Community dialogue, awareness activity, or mobilisation initiative

Many individuals engage with our programmes multiple times over the course of the year. This
reflects our commitment to long-term development, consistent presence, and relationship-based
community work, rather than isolated or once-off activities.

WHAT WE MEAN BY “ENGAGEMENTS”



LFA’S VISUAL
ARTS
PROGRAMME
Opening Doors Through Art

For many children and young people, access to art
education is limited not by talent, but by opportunity.
The Light From Africa Foundation’s Visual Arts
Programme seeks to change that by creating safe,
structured spaces where creativity can flourish.

Delivered in partnership with the Peter Clarke Art
Centre (PCAC) and the Ibhabhatane Project, the
programme offers visual arts sessions to learners
from urban and rural schools who may not otherwise
have access to formal art education. Beyond
technical skills, the programme nurtures creativity as
a healthy form of self-expression — giving young
people space to explore ideas, emotion, and identity
through art.

Growing Confidence and Creativity

Since its launch in 2022, the programme has grown
steadily in both reach and depth. In 2025, learners
from 18 schools participated in weekly art sessions
and holiday workshops, reaching more than 2 000
young people. Through consistent engagement and
mentorship, creativity is allowed to develop over
time, building confidence alongside skill.

Learning Beyond the Classroom

A highlight of the year for urban school participants
was a visit to the Norval Museum in Steenberg,
where learners experienced world-class art and took
part in facilitated workshops hosted by the Norval
Foundation. For many, it was their first visit to a
major gallery — an experience that expanded their
understanding of what art can be and where it can
lead.



2025 also marked a meaningful milestone
in LFA’s partnership with PCAC, as four Light
From Africa FET bursary learners
matriculated. Among them were Andrew
Mashinda and Prince Justice Kachidza
from Maitland High School, whose creative
journeys began in 2022 through after-
school art classes facilitated by Zodwa
Ganta-Ferreira.

As Andrew stands with Anthony Record,
Founder of LFA, his story reflects what the
programme strives to offer — continuity,
encouragement, and belief. When young
people are given space to create, they
begin to imagine futures that once felt out
of reach.

Student Spotlight

Caption: Andrew pictured with 
LFA Founder Anthony Record

Access to books and safe learning spaces remains
central to our work. In 2025, we continued to
strengthen our Library Programme, providing
children and young people with consistent access
to reading materials and supportive environments
that nurture a love of learning.

Our libraries are more than shelves of books — they
are spaces where curiosity and confidence grow.
Through regular reading sessions and school-
based activities, learners were supported
throughout the year.

Since expanding the programme, 1,790 young
people and 75 adults have benefitted across rural
and urban schools in the Western Cape, resulting
in 9,539 quarterly engagements. From urban
schools like St Theresa’s Primary to rural
communities where many children encounter books
for the first time, our libraries continue to shape
how young people experience learning and
imagination.

Building Futures Through Books: 
Libraries & Literacy



Leadership grows through opportunity, practice, and
trust. In 2025, the Light From Africa Foundation’s
Youth Leadership Programme supported young people
to build confidence, strengthen self-awareness, and
contribute positively to their communities.

Delivered in partnership with Femmove, the 10-session
programme develops emotional intelligence,
communication, teamwork, and leadership through
creative and reflective approaches.

In 2025, 161 youth from schools including Zonnebloem
Nest Senior, Wittebome High, and Good Hope
Seminary participated. Since 2022, the programme
has reached 911 youth and adults across 11 Western
Cape high schools.

Youth Leadership & Entrepreneurial Pathways

“Being part of the Light From Africa Foundation’s
Youth Leadership Programme has been a truly
meaningful experience for me. I’m deeply grateful
for the impact this journey has had on my life.

Throughout the programme, I was encouraged to
see my own potential more clearly and to believe
in my ability to grow, lead, and contribute
positively to my community. The guidance,
support, and encouragement I received reminded
me that leadership begins with confidence,
compassion, and a willingness to learn.

The Light From Africa Foundation does more than
run programmes — it creates safe spaces where
young people feel seen, supported, and inspired
to become the best versions of themselves. I am
thankful for the care, dedication, and belief you
place in young people like me. 

Today, I carry these lessons with me as I build my
future in my role as a firefighter. 

Thank you for shining a light on our potential and
for walking alongside us on this journey. Your work
is a powerful reminder of what can happen when
kindness, commitment, and opportunity come
together.”

Youth Leadership Programme Participant Reflection

Meet Liné



Growing Food, Building Resilience

What began during COVID-19 as an emergency
response has grown into a long-term commitment to
food security, dignity, and resilience.

Through the Community Food Garden Project, the
Light From Africa Foundation supports families,
schools, and community organisations to grow their
own food. Gardens in homes, schools, and shared
spaces provide fresh produce while strengthening
self-reliance and community connection.

Since 2020, more than 135,200 seedlings have been
distributed across the Western Cape, helping
households supplement nutrition, reduce food costs,
and build local food systems.

Beyond the harvest, these gardens foster learning,
cooperation, and shared care — showing how lasting
change often begins close to home.

Digital skills are essential for learning and
opportunity, yet access remains limited for many
rural learners.

Through the Light From Africa Foundation’s
Computer Outreach Programme, young people
were introduced to computers through hands-on
sessions — often for the first time — building basic
digital literacy and confidence.

In 2025, the programme contributed to hundreds of
learner engagements, helping young people feel
included in digital spaces and better prepared for
the future. 

These sessions focus on opening doors, building
confidence, and ensuring no learner is left behind in
an increasingly digital world.

We are hoping to scale up this project in 2026 and
call on businesses and corporates to donate any
pre-loved computer consummables to LFA.

Digital Access Through 
Computer Outreach



Celebrating Achievement & Creativity

As the year drew to a close, the Light From Africa
Foundation marked a season of celebration through
end-of-year certification ceremonies and a vibrant
community art exhibition. 

The certification ceremonies recognised the
commitment and growth of children, youth, and adults
who engaged consistently in LFA programmes, with
certificates symbolising skills developed, confidence
gained, and journeys completed. These moments of
achievement were shared across LFA’s Facebook
platforms, capturing the pride and collective joy of
communities coming together. 

In Suurbraak, Trust House came alive with colour and
creativity during a children’s art exhibition hosted in
partnership with Trust House Suurbraak. Opened by
art facilitator Michelle Slee and Centre Manager
Hetta November, the exhibition showcased artwork by
learners from Mullersrus Primary, Suurbraak Primary,
the local crèche Fraai Viooltjies, as well as
participants from the CWP ladies and LFA’s holiday
programmes. 

From paintings and pottery to needlecraft and
quilting, the exhibition reflected imagination, skill, and
the powerful role of creative spaces in nurturing
young talent and community connection.

In 2025, LFA also created space for
communities to engage in difficult but
necessary conversations. 

During the 16 Days of Activism, residents of
Suurbraak came together through creative
workshops, dialogue, and a community march
to stand against gender-based violence. 

These collective moments helped break
silence, strengthen shared responsibility, and
reinforce the power of community-led
change.

Standing Together for Safer
Communities



OUR IMPACT



“Hope is being able to see that there is
light despite all of the darkness.”
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